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Information institutions and mechanisms of transformation
towards a knowledge-based economy:

Central Library of the Ministry of Water Resources and
Irrigation as a model
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Abstract:

The transformation towards a knowledge-based economy is a
fundamental requirement for all information institutions in the world
in general and in Egypt in particular, due to the great challenges it
Imposes on these institutions and at the same time the opportunities it
provides for these institutions to grow, develop and achieve
sustainable competitive advantage, where knowledge is seen as the
engine to use to serve the productive dimension. So the resources
became Intangible (knowledge and information) and thats what
characterizes the new economy — and makes it a welcome area of
global competition. Hence the importance of this study .one of the
information institutions and the most important Specialized Libraries
deals with the Central Library of the Ministry of Water Resources and
irrigation, its role in building a knowledge society and studying the
reality of the library, the mechanisms and requirements of its
transformation towards a knowledge-based economy and the
availability of those requirements, and what problems and obstacles
prevent integration into an information society based on a knowledge-
based economy. The study was based on the case study and the
analytical descriptive approach. Through reviewing the elements of
the axes of the requirements and pillars of the transformation towards
the knowledge-based economy, the researcher reached the following
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results: that the Central Library of the Ministry of Water Resources
and irrigation with its current practice, functions, services, activities
and projects takes a fairly good step towards the transformation to a
society based on the knowledge economy, the Central Library of the :
The availability of infrastructure and Technology Library, the object
of study by 77%, the availability of component development in human
capital Palma and the subject of the study 75% availability of
Community Services and Community Partnership to the library, the
object of study by 25% in only one element water the library sources
to learn diverse individuals of the local community. There is no
requirement of creativity and innovation in the Central Library of the
Ministry of Water Resources and irrigation where 0%, there is no
discovery of talents and competencies leading to innovation and
development of their abilities.
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